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I well underſtand French, eſpecially that 
old Diale& which Comines wrote; and that 
you are willing to have an Account of the 
Treaty which was made betwixt our Eq- 
ward the IVth and Lewis the XIth of France, 
by the Intervention of ſome mean Fellows ; 
and that you deſire likewiſe to be inform- 
ed of the Intrigues of the Great Conſtable 
of France, whoplay'd with all Sides, and was 
the chief Trickſter of that Time; Pm wil- 
ling to oblige you, and am fatisfy*d you will 
be pleas'd with the diverſity of Scenes that 
the Story preſents to your View, 
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8 of MANacinG 3 
TREATIES® 


AT Treaty which Comines gives an Account 
of ſo: much to the Diſhonour of our Nation, 
was firſt ſet on foot to publick Appearance 
( byan ordinary Fellow, Servant to aGentle- 
man-of the French King's Houſehold, who had not above 


20 Crowns Sallary per Aun. himſelf, therefore I can ſup- 


poſe the Servant to have been no other than a Footman. 
This Fellow was taken near St. Quintins by the Engliſh, 
when they march'd up to the Town in hopes of being 
receiv'd into it without Oppoſition, according to Pro- 
miſe: hy the Count de St. Paul, Great Conſtable of 
France; who was the chief Trickſter. of his Time, but 
loſt his Head for it at laſt, as you ſhall hear in its Place: 


The Footman being brought before King Edward IV. and 4 


che Duke of Burgundy, one of the Predeceſſors to the 
Houſe of Auſtr;a, who was his Ally in this War againſt 
France, they. examin'd him; after which the King 
order d him to de ſet at liberty, ſince he was Sri. þ 
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WW Erſt Priſoner they had tak en in this Expedition. as . vai 
the Fellow was going, the Lords Howard and Stanley MMF th: 
gave him a Noble, and bid him in the Stile of thofe do 
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times recommend them to the good Grace of the King bis fre 
* Maſter, if be could haue Acceſs to ſpeak to bim. ir 
The Fellow made haſte to the French King, who was ra 
then at Compeigne, and found Acceſs to deliver the bit 
-Meſſpge. Lewis XI. took him at firſt for a Spy, be- fro 
cauſe his Maſter's Brother was in the Service of the = 
Duke of Brittany, who was alſo in Alliance with the the 
King of England and Duke of Burgundy, and therefore of 
order'd him to be kept in Cuſtody that Night. Abun- the 


As the King went to Dinner, he was full of Thoughts 
about this Matter, whether he ſhould ſend to the ny pu 
of England or not? And before he ſat down, whiſ- *% 
ſper'd Comines in the Ear, that he remember'd the En- 
gliſh Herald had told him, that when the King of En- 
gland landed, he needed not ſend to him for a Paſsport, 
but might direct any Meſſenger to the {aid Lords Howard 
and Stanley. E This Myſtery you will find unravell'd in 
the Courſe of the Story.] The King having ſpoke 
thus, fat down, and ruminating a little, he whiſper'd 
again to Comines, bid him riſe up, and ſeek for one 


who was Servant to the Lord Halles, and ask him if fel 
he durſt undertake to go to the Engliſh Army in the by 
Habit of an Herald; Comines found out the Man, and Wi 
= ask'd what the King had commanded him, but was per- fu 
fectly amaz'd when he ſaw the Fellow, for he had 0 
ngnaieither Mien nor Behaviour fit for ſuch an Underta- be 
king, nor had the King ever ſpoke to him but once; 4 


Comines owns though that the Man had Senſe, and a 
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| King 
4 ff to the Lords Howard and Stanly to be introduc'd. 


. vant was ſo much ſurpriz'd when Comines ſpoke to him, 


that he fell on his Knees as if he would have drop'd. 
down dead, ſo that he had much ado to keep him 


from falling into a Swoon, the Propoſal was ſo ama- 
Zing to one in his Circumſtances. Comines, to encou- 
rage him, promis'd him a Poſt and Money, and told 
him, that he needed not be afraid, for the Motion came 


£ from the Engliſh, kept him to de with him, and in- 
f In the mean time 


ſtructed him what C ſhould do. 
the King ſent for Comines, who gave him an Account 
of the Man, and advis'd him to ſome others that he 
thought more proper; the King would not hear of 


this, but went and talk d with the Fellow himſelf, and 


having animated him by Promiſe of a great Reward, 

he taught him his Leſſon; but was ſo hard put to it to 
rig him out on a ſudden, that he was forc'd to take a 
Banner from one of his Trumpets to make him a He- 
rald's Coat, and to borrow a Badge from a Herald be- 
longing to the Admiral, for the King had none of his 
own there, and ſo mounted him with his Habilliments 
put up in a fine Bag fix'd to the Bow of his Saddle, 

till he ſhould come to the Engliſuh Camp, which was 
but eight Miles diſtant. Thus he ſent him a- going un- 
known to any body but Comines, and the Lord Villiers 
his Maſter of the Horſe. 

The Fellow according to InftruQions came to the 
Engliſh Camp, and putting on his Coat of Arms, was 
— to the King's Tent, told thoſe in waiting, 
That be was ſent from the Ki ing of France to the 
f England, and was ordered to addreſs bim- 


The King being at Dinner, this new vamp'd Herald 
was carry'd to another Tent, where he had his Belly- 
full of more ſubſtantial Food than French Kick-ſhaws ; 
and when the King had din'd, the Herald was brought 
before him, and deliver'd his Meſſage thus: s The 
1 : King of France had of a long time coveted by. Mas 
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4a 4 jeſty's Friendſhip, and that their two Realms might 
= ** live in Peace; that ſince his Maſter came to the 
Crown, he had never undertaken any War diretly | 
——_ againſt the King, or King of England; and tho? 
"© he had entertain'd the Earl of Warwick, it was only 
= 2. againſt the Duke of Burgundy, and not againft 
bim. He likewiſe ſaid, that the Duke had invited 
=. _* bis Majeſty beyond Sea, only that be*might be able to 
= “male the better Terms for himſelf ; and that the reſt of 
= -* the Allies who concurr*d with bim had done it to retrieve 
= © their own Affairs, and to gain their particular Ends: 
© ** That the Winter now drew on, that his Maſter the 
1 King of France knew bis Majeſty had been at great Ex- 
© * yeuce, and that there were many in England both of the 
© Nobility and Gentry, &c. who were eager for War at 
home in favour of the Pretenders of Lancaſter ; but 
if the King of England would liſten to a Treaty, 
© the King his Mafter would do all that was poſſible 
on his part, that both he and his Kingdom ſhould bave 
Satisfaction, and that he might be more thoroughly 
E *© inform'd of Matters. If he would grant a Paſsport 
- © for 100 Horſemen, the King of France would ſend 
« Ambaſſadors to him fully inſtructed; or if the King 
* of England had rather that they ſhould meet at a 
* Village, half-way betwixt both Armies, the King 
VL of France would readily agree to it, and ſend Paſſ- 
F ports on his Side. 
© The King of England, and part of his Great Men 
lik d theſe Propoſals very well, gave this ſuppoſed He- 
rald ſuch a Paſſport as he deſired, and a Preſent of four | 
Nobles ; they ſent alſo a Herald with him, to get the 
King of France's Paſſport, and next Day there met in a | 
Village near Amiens, on the Part of the French King, 
= the Baſtard of Bourbon, the Admiral, the Lord St. Peter, 
and the Biſhop of Eureux ; on the Part of the King of 
; England, my Lord Howard, Mr. Chalanger, Dr. Marten, 
Chancellor of England, and the Archbiſhop of Can- 
ter bury. | 
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Thus, Sir, you fee the Treaty ſo far advanced 
41 E. 


a 8 
Footman ; for I can ſuppoſe a Gentleman who ty "= 
ly 20 Crowns, or 41. 10 5. per Annum Salary, was nog 
able to keep a Servant of a higher Station, and a Vr 
de Chambre, for ſo we muſt account of this new vamp'd % 
Herald at beſt. | ik - 

I come next to tell you how a nine Years Truce wass 
concluded betwixt Edward IV. and Lewis XI. notwith- © © 
ſtanding all the Endeavours uſed by the Duke of Buy- © 3 
gundy and his other Allies againſt it. k 2 

he French Valet de Chambre having thus perform'd 
his Part, he was rewarded with a Poſt and Money, and 
the Day after the Ambaſſadors on both Sides mer, the 
Engliſh (ſays Comines) demanded, according to Cuſtom, 
the Crown of France, or at leaſt, Normandy and Gui- 
enne. They made a vigorous Attack, and the French 
made as brave a Defence ; however, the very firſt Day 
of Meeting they began to come within Ken of one ano- 
ther, for both Sides were eager for a Peace, At laſt, 
the Demands of the Engliſh terminated in 50000 Crowns 
to be paid down before they marched off : Thar Lewis 
the rith's Son ſhould be married to King Edward's 
Daughter, and that the Dutchy of Guienne ſhould be 
given to King Edward, or 50000 Crowns paid him an- 
nually in the Tower of London, for 9 Years, after 
which, Guzenne was to be peaceably enjoy'd by the 

Prince and Princeſs above-mention'd. Some other Ar- 

ticles there were, relating to Trade, &c. which are not 

worth mentioning ; and there was Room left for te 

Allies on both Sides to come into this Treaty if they 2 

pleas'd. Nay, the King of England was fo forward, 

that he offer'd to give the French King an Account in 

Writing of ſeveral of his own Subjects, who were 

Traytors to his Crown and Dignity. ® 

The French Ambaſſadors having reported theſe 23} 

things to Lewis XI. he was extremely rejoiced, and 
call'd a Council upon it, at which Comines was preſent, 

| Some were of Opinion that the Engliſh diſſembled, _—_ 'Y 

s þ that 
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that there was Fraud couch'd under the Propoſals, 


which proceeded, I ſuppoſe, from the extraordinary 
Forwardneſs that appear'd in the Engliſh Court to- 
wards a Peace. But the King of France was of another 
Opinion, becauſe of the advanced Seaſon, that the 
Engliſh had not one place of Retreat in their hands; 
That there was a Miſunderſtanding betwixt them and 
the Duke of Burgund), and that the King knew our Ed- 
ward IV. was wholly given up to his Eaſe and Pleaſures; 
and as to the Conſtable of France, tho' the King knew 
him to be a Tricker, yet he was ſure he wou'd deliver 
up none of the Places he had promis'd to the Duke of 


Burgundy and the Engliſh, becauſe the King being jea- 


lous of him, kept fair with him, and was continually 
ſending Meſſengers with fine Words and large Promiſes 
to keep him from doing any Miſchief, Therefore it 


was concluded to raiſe: the Money demanded by the 


Engliſh with all poſſible ſpeed, and to borrow it from 
thoſe that were able to lend ; for the King was reſolv'd 


tobe rid of the Engliſh at any rate, and rather to ha- 


zard all, than to ſuffer them to get Footing in the King- 
dom of France, which they were juſt ready to enter. 
Comines being ſenſible that this was a very mean Sub- 


miſſion on the part of the French King, excuſes it thus; 
That he knew what Miſchiefs the Engliſh had formerly 
done in _ and knowing the Danger of his own 


Circumſtances from the Duke of Brittany, and others, 
that were ready to raiſe Commotions in the Bowels of 
the Kingdom, he wiſely choſe this part, as the only 
means left him to diſappoint the Deſigns of the Duke of 


Þ Burgundy and the other Confederates. 


The Conſtable of France perceiving the Treaty to be 
near concluded, and being ſenſible that he had trick'd 
with all ſides, he ſent his Secretary and one of his Gen- 


tlemen to the King, with Propoſals to break off the 
Treaty. At the ſame time one of the Duke of Bur- 
© gundy's Gentlemen who had been taken before Arras, 
© Was let go on his Parole to procure his Ranſom, and 


pro- 
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promiſed a great Sum by the French King, beſides be- 
ing let go Ranſom-free, if he cou'd bring his Maſter to 
a Peace. He happen'd to return the very ſame time 
when the Conſtable ſent his Servants to the King of 
France, who improv'd the Opportunity thus: He put 
the Duke of Burgundy's Gentleman and Comines behind 
a large Screen in his own Chamber, and calPd in the 
Conltable's Secretary and Gentleman, that the Duke of 
Buygundy's Servant might hear their Propoſals, and re- 
port them to his Maſter, which he doubted not wou'd 
have a good Effect. The Conſtable's Servants began their 
Diſcourſe, and told the French King that their Maſter 
had ſent ſeveral times to perſwade the Duke of Burgun- 
dy to break with the Engliſh, and found him ſo much 
incens'd againſt the King of Exgland, that he had al- 
moſt gain'd him not only to deſert them, but to fall 
upon them as they retired ; and the better to pleaſe the 
King, one of the Conſtable's Servants ated the Duke 
of Burgundy before him, ſtamp'd with his Foot againff 
the Ground, ſwore by St. George, which was the Duke's 
uſual Oath, and calPd the King of England Blayboygne, 
the Baſtard of a Beef-Eater of that Name, and all the 
other reproachful Names which he cou'd invent. The 
French King laugh'd heartily, and pretending to be 
thick of Hearing, bid the Fellow repeat it, and ſpeak 
out louder ; which he did with a very good Grace. 
The Concluſion of their Meſſage was, that the Conſta- 
ble advis'd His Majeſty to make a Truce with the Eng- 
liſh, to avoid the Dangers which otherwiſe threatned 
him from the Allies, and to grant the King of England 
a little Town or two for Winter-Quarters, pointing 
at Eu and St. Valery: And added, That the Conſtable 
was ſure this wou d pleaſe the Engliſh ; and for his part 
he wou'd be Guarantee they ſnou'd keep the Treaty: 
The French King having gain'd his End, which was to 
let the Allies know the Conſtable's Knavery, he an- 
fwer'd his Meſſengers very civilly, told them he wou'd 
in a little time let his Brother the Conſtable _ = 
s | nd, 
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Mind, for ſo he thought fit to call him, becauſe he had 


married a Daughter of Savoy, Siſter to the Queen of 2 
France; and then diſmiſs'd them, after one of them had | wo 
taken his Oath that he wo d diſcover every thing thas Wl - 


he knew to be tranſacted againft His Majeſty's Intereſt. 6 
The King had much ado to diſfemble his Wrath at the Wl Ie 
” Conſtable's Propoſal to give the Engliſh thoſe two 
Towns, becauſe he knew it was made on purpoſe to ex- Bl Kir 
© cuſchimſelf at their hands for not delivering them St. 
Quintin, ©. according as he had promis'd to the King 
of Eng land and the Duke of Burgundy, but he concealꝰd 
his Düpleaſure, and ſent a Civil Anſwer to the Con- ha 
ſtable to keep bim in Suſpence, and prevent his deli- | 
vering up the Towns. under his Government. When Th 
the Conſtables Meſſengers were gone, the King calPd "TM 
the Duke of Burgundy's Gentleman (who had much ado | 
to keep his Patience when he heard his Maſter ſo much He 
abus d) and. Commes from behind the Skreen. The | 
King lavgh'd heartily, and; was very merry while the Kit 
- Duke's Gentleman was in ſuch a Rage, that he cou'd he 
YH ſcarce. be kept from taking Horſe immediately to ac- WM ; 
. quaint. his Maſter with the Conſtable's Treachery. But 
{1 the King prevail'd. with him to ſtay till he wrote down 
with his own Hand what paſs'd: And the King writ 
to the Duke, aſſuring him of the Truth of what his 
3 Gentleman Seigneur de Contay (for that was his Name) 
bad writ. The Truce with England was concluded be- 
fore this on the Terms above-mention'd, and an In- 
ter vie agreed on betwixt the two Kings; after which 
the King of England upon receiving his Money, was 
to return to his own. Country, and to leave the Lord 
Howard and Mr. Cheyney, who was Maſter of his Horſe, 
as. Hoſtages hehind'him. A private Penſion, of 16c00 
Growns per Annum was alſo promis'd to the King of 
England's, Servants The Lord Haſtings had 2000 per 
Ang. the Lord Howard, the Maſter of the Horſe, Mr. 
Gballapger, the Lord Montgomery, and others had the 
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of Plate to tend of King Edward's Servants. 


tiation, came from Luxemburg in all haſte, attended 
only by 16 Horſe, to the Engliſh Camp. K. Edward was 
very much ſurpriz'd at his coming in that manner, and 
perceiving by his Countenance that he was in a Rage; % 
ask'd him the Reaſon. The Duke told him he came to 
ſpeak with him, and ask'd if he bad made a Peace. The 
King anſwer'd, He had made a Truce for nine Years, 
which he pray'd him to agree to, ſince there was room 
left for him and the other Allies to enter into it. The 
Duke upbraided him, as Hollinſted tells us, with this 
ſhameful Treaty, and that he had not ſo niuch as kill'd 
a Fly or burnt a Sheep-Cote for his coming to France: 
That his Glorious Anceſtor King Edward III. behav'd 
himſelf otherwiſe, and wou'd hever make Peace till he 
conquer'd France, was made Regent of it, and declar'd 
Heir Apparent. That the ſaid Victorious Prince Was 
as near a-kin to him, the Duke of Burgundy, as the 
King of England was to King Henry V. whoſe Blood 
he charg'd him with having deſtroy d; and told him, 
that be had agreed to a Peace not worth a Peaſe-Cod That 
he did not invite him beyond Sea for any need he had 
of him, ſince he was able to revenge his own Quarrel, 
but only to give him an Opportunity to recover what 
had been unjuſtly taken from him; and to let the King 
of England ſee that he did not value his Aſſiſtance, he 
ſcorned to enter into his Fruce, or to make any League 
with the French King till three Months after King Ed- 


nd was returned home; and throwing down his 


Chair in a Rage, would have been gone. But the King 
ſtop'd him, and anſwering his Reproaches with others, 
for which 1 refer to Hollinſhed, the Duke left him in 1 
Fury. Some of the King of England's Council who 
were againſt the Peace, approv'd very much of what 
the Duke of Burgundy had iaid, 

I return now tothe Tricking Conſtable. He being 


afraid of the Conſequences of this Treaty, ſent his Con- 
C feſſor, 


The Duke of 3 being inform'd of this Negoꝛ 


feſſor, as Comines and Hollinſhed agree, with a Letter 
to King Edward, praying him for God's Sake not to be- 
- Hieve the French King, who would break his Promiſe as 
ſoon as the King of England was returned ; and rather 
than he ſhould conclude a Peace for want of Money, he 
would lend him 50000 Crowns. Therefore he advis'd 
him to take Eu and St. Valery for Winter Quar- 
ters, and before two Months were over he promis'd 
that hewould take Care his Quarters ſhould be enlarg'd. 
King Edward anſwer'd, he had already agreed with the 
French King, and ſo left the Conſtable in Deſpair. 


come next to the Interview between the Kings of wor 

England and France, and the Circumſtances which pre- did 

ceded it. The King of England, to ratify this Peace, Wer 

came with his Army within half a League of Amiens, ſent 

but they march'd in fuch Diſorder, ſays Comines, as the! 

* thew'd they did not underſtand Diſcipline. The French the! 

* King view'd them from the Gate of the Town, and rep 

though they were very numerous, he might eaſily have Was 

defeated them had he thought it for his Purpoſe ; but Orc 

his Deſign was to treat them nobly, and to make Peace pla 

with them at any Rate, in order to diſſolve the Allie the 

ance: He ſent the King of England 300 Waggon Load En 

of the beſt Wine he could get, which with their Con- Inf 

- voy made as great a Shew as the Engliſh Army; and ſen 

beſides this he ordered two very large Tables to be ent 

pPalac'd at the Entrance of the Gate with all ſorts of tha 

+ Proviſions that would make them drink, and at each ple 

Table there was the ſtrongeſt Wine in France, with ſix Ga 

 - 0©r ſeven French Men of Quality, of the fatteſt and Th 

Fg F7ergeſt that were in the Kingdom, to entertain and the 
tt pleaſe the Engliſßh, who lov'd jolly Companions and 

F. gocd Cheer. The Engliſh came in great Numbers, ter 

© with their Horſe and Arms to the Town, without {1d 

I obſcrving any Order; and as ſoon as they approach'd th 

F the Gate, there were Frenchmen who took them by th 

3 the Bridle, and pleaſantly asking them to run at the {e1 

bs Lance with them, brought them to the Tables, where ca 

W 


EI 
they made them eat and drink en paſſant, and told 
them, they might go into the Town, and call for 
what they would, but ſhould pay for nothing. This 
pleas'd them mightily, and thus they were treated for 
three or four Days ſucceſſively. They came in ſuch, 
Numbers, that the Lord de Torcy and Comines told the 
French King it was dangerous to have ſo many Enemies 
in the Town, for they were at leaſt 9002. Upon which 
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Comines was order'd to mount on Horſe-back, ard to 


ſpeak to the Engliſh Captains about ir, for the King: 
would ſeem to take no notice of it himſelf. Comines 
did ſo, but for one that the Captains ſent back, there 
were twenty came in their Places; fo that the King 
ſent Comines again with a Mareſchal of France to view 
their Poſture in the Town, where they tound moſt of 
them drinkiag or aſleep in the Publick Houſes, and 
reported it to the King, who, tho? he thought there 
was no great Danger from Men who obſery'd fo little 
Order, he commanded Troops to be privately arm'd, 
plac'd ſome of them at the Gate, and came himſelf to 
the Porter's Lodge, where he invited the Chief of the 
Engliſh to dine with him. The King of England being 


inform'd of theſe Diſorders, was aſham'd of it, and 
ſent to the French King to ſuffer no more of 'em to 


enter the Town ; to which Lewis EI. anſwer'd, 
that he would never do fo, but if the King of England 
pleas'd he might ſend his own Guards to keep the 
Gates, and to let none in but whom they thought fit. 
This was accordingly done, and the Town clear'd of 


the Engliſh. 


To put an end to thoſe Diſorders, the Place of Ia- 
terview was agreed on, by Gentlemen deputed on both 
ſides. A Wooden Bridge was made on purpoſe over 
the Soame, with an Apartment for the two Kings in 
the Middle, and a Barrier betwixt them. Comines ob- 
ſcrves, that the Road by which the King of England 
came to the Bridge was a ſtrait Cauſe-way, with a 
dangerous Motaſs on both ſides, whereas the French 
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Z * King had the Country open on his ſide; from whence 


that Author remarks, That the Engliſh are nothing ſo ſub- 
tle as the French, and go very awkardly about Treaties ; 
but being cholerick, thoſe that deal with them muſt bave Pa- 
Titience, and not give them bard Words. I ſhall not inſiſt 

upon the further Particulars, but the Interview was 
made: The French King came firſt to the Barrier, and 
leaning againſt it, the King of England came vp, took 
off his black Velvet Cap, adorn'd with a great Flower- 


*  de-Luce ſet in Jewels, and kneel'd to the French King, 


who return'd him a very low Bow, and faid to him, 
Couſin, you are very welcome, There's no Man in the 


World 1 deſired to ſee ſo much as your ſelf ;” and thank | 


God that we are met bere in ſo friendly a manner. The 
King of England, who ſpoke French well, made a ſui- 
table Return in that Language ; and then the Biſhop 
of Ely, who was Chancellor of England, began his 
Speech with a Prophecy, (for the Engliſh are never 
without'one, ſays Comines) the Import of which was, 
That Merlin had foretold there ſhould be a remarkable Peace 
concluded between England and France at that Place. Af- 


ter this the Articles were read and ſworn on both 


ſides. Then the French King ſaid ſmilingly to King 
Edward, That be muſt come to Paris, and feaſt with the 


| Ladies, and be would give him the Cardinal de Bourbon 


for Confeſſor, who would readily pardon him if he bappen'd 
to commit any Slip. King Edward laugh'd, for he knew 
the Cardinal was a boon Companion. Some farther 
Diſcourſe of this Nature having paſs'd, the French 
King order'd his own Courtiers to retire, for he would 
Tpeak with the King of England alone. The Engliſh 
Courtiers retired, ſays Comines, at the ſame time, 
without expecting their King's Orders; and when 
thoſe Princes had ſpoke a, while together, the French 
King call'd for Comines, preſented him to the King of 
England, and ask'd his Majeſty if he did not know 
him? King Edward own'd that he did, and remember'd 
the Services he had formerly done him at Calais. The 


French 
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French King ask d King Edward what he would adviſe 
him to do, if the Duke of Burgundy, who had ſo hau gu- 
tily rejected the Treaty, continu'd in that Mind? 


King Edward anſwer'd, he would offer it him. once 
more, and if he did not comply they would conſult 
about it: Then the French King ask'd him the ſame 


Queſtion about the Duke of Britany. To which King 


Edward reply'd, that hes deſir'd his Majeſty not to make 
War upon him ſince he had been his chief Friend when 
he was forced to retire from England. Upon this they 
parted after very fine Complements, the French King 
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to Amiens, and King Edward to his Army, The Duke 3 
of Glouceſter, the King of England's Brother, and ſe- * © 


- yeral others, who did not like this Peace, would not 
aMſt at the Conference ; but they were induced to wait 
upon the French King afterwards, who preſented them 
with Plate and fine Horſes nobly accoutred. On the 
Road to Amiens the French King told Comines that he did 
not like King Edward's being ſo willing to come to 
Paris, tor he was a handſome Prince and lov'd Women, 
ſo that he was afraid if he came thither, he might fiad 
ſome Lady that would tempt him to return again ; 
that his Precedeſſors had been too often in Paris and 
Normandy, and that he did not care for their Company 


on that ſide the Sea, tho' he lov'd to have them bis 
Friends in England. He was likewiſe diſpleas d that I 


he would not abandon the Duke of Britam, but yrgd. 


it no further leſt he ſhould have provok'd him, When 
the French King returned to Amiens, three or four Eu- 
gliſh Men of Quality, who had promoted the Treaty, 
came and ſupp'd with him, during which the Lord 
Howard whiſper'd him in the Ear, that if his Majeſty 
pleas'd he believ'd he could prevail with the King of 


England to come and make merry with him at Amiens, 


if not at Paris. The French King receiv'd the Meſſage 
with a pleaſant Countenance, but put it off by ſaying, 
that he muſt make haſte to obſerve the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, The next Day after the Treaty, n 
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of Engliſh came to Amiens and ſaid, that the Peace was 
made by the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe a white Pigeon perch'd 
vpon the King of England's Tent during the Inter- 
view, and would not move from it notwithſtandin 
all the Noiſe made by the Soldiers. But the Truth of 
the Matter, ſays Comixes, was told him by one of King 
Edward's own Servants, viz, that there had been a 
- greatRain, and after that the Sun ſhin'd out very hot, 
and the Pigeon lighted upon the King's Tent, which 
was the higheſt, to dry it ſelf. The ſame Gentleman, 
who was a Gaſcoyn, told Comines privately, That he 
perceived the French Court made nothing but a Teſt of the 
King of England. Comines askd how many Battles 
that Prince had won? The Gaſcoyn anſwer'd he had 
gain'd 9 in Perſon. Comines ask'd further, how many 
he had loſt ? The Gentleman anſwer'd, none but this, 
meaning the Treaty, by which he ſaid he loſt more Ha- 
nour than he had gain'd by al: the 9 Battles. Comines 
told this to the King of France, who thereupon ſaid, 
the Gaſcoyn was a curſed Son of a Whore, and that Co- 
mines muſt take Care what he ſaid to him. He after- 
wards ſent him to invite that Gentleman to Dinner, 
Which he accepted; and the King offer'd him very 
great Rewards if he would take Service under him, 
which the Gentleman refus'd ; but the King told him 
he would take Care of his Brothers that were in Gaſ- 
coigne, made him a Preſent of 1000 Crowns, and Co- 


mines whiſpered him in the Ear, that he ſhould be well th. 

rewarded if he'd uſe his Intereſt to entertain a good ant 

Correſpondence betwixt the two Kings. Vat 

Lewis XI. reſolv'd to take great Care after this to ſay Wa 

nothing that might give the Engliſh ground to think lit 

that he laugh'd ax them, yet the very next Day when to 

there was none but Comines and three or four more we 

about him, he could not for bear laughing at the Wine Ki 

and other Preſents which he had ſent to the Engli/h Di 

- Army; but turning about he ſaw a Gaſcoyn Merchant | he 
in the Room, who liv'd in England, and was come to 
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beg Leave to carry over ſome Wine Cuſtom-free. The 


King was vex'd when he ſaw him, ask'd him who he 
was, and what Eſtate he had; and underſtanding that 
he had no great matter, he gave him a Poſt in Bour- 
deaux, granted him his Demand, and preſented him 
with 1000 Franks, on Condition that he ſhould ſend for 
AV from England, and go no more there him- 
elf. | | 
Comines gives another Inſtance of the King's Care 

to avoid giving any Offence to the Enghſh. A Gen- 


tleman of our Nation ſeeing part of the Duke of Bur- 


gundy's Guards, who 'came with his Ambaſſadors to 
treat with the King after he had been deſerted by the 
Engliſh, ſaid to Comines, Had we known that the Duke 
of Burgundy was ſo well provided with Troops, we ſhould 
not ſo readily have agreed to a Peace, The Lord of 
Narbonne reply'd, Were ye ſuch Fools as not to know that? 
Te only ſay ſo nom, but 600 Pipes of Wine and a Penſion 
from our King has ſent ye all a packing again to England. 
The Engliſh Gentleman broke out into a Rage, and ſaid, 
He perceiv'd it now to be true what he bad often been told, 
that the French made their Games at the Engliſh, but by 
St. George, ſays he, what your King gave us is not a 
Penſion but a Tribute. Upon which Comines interpos'd, 
broke off the Diſcourſe, turn'd it into a Jeſt, and told 
2 King of it, who ſharply rebuk d the Lord of Nar- 

e. 88 

I return again to the tricking Conſtable, who finding 
that he had entirely diſoblig'd the Duke of Burgundy 
and the King of England, ſent one of his chief Ser- 
vants to beg of the King not to believe all the 1 that 
was faid of him, and to aſſure his Majeſty of his Fide- 
lity, he offer'd to prevail with the Duke of Zurgundy 
to fall upon the Engliſh in their Retreat. The Meſſage 
was deliver'd to Comines, and he reported it to the 
King, who in Preſence of the Lord Howard and the 
Duke of Burgundy's Gentleman that had formerly over- 
heard the Conſtable's treacherous Propoſals, deliver'd 

| able, err : 
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2 Letter to the Conſtable's Servant, and told hims 
That he was taken up about Affairs of great Concernment, 
and ſtood in need of ſuch an Head as bis Maſter's. The 
poor Man thought this a very friendly Anſwer; but 
when he was gone, the King turned about to the Gen- 

© * tleman above-mention'd, and ſaid merrily, 7 did not 

EF intend to have the Conſtable's Body, for his Head is all J 
mant. At the ſame time the King of England ſent 

- Lewis XI. two of the Conſtable's private Letters, with 

an Account of all that he had ſaid and done againſt 
Rim; ſo that thoſe three Princes conſpir'd to take off 
this Trickſter's Head, which certainly he very well 
deſerv'd, tho? it was below the Character of the King 

of England and the Duke of Burgundy to become Evi- 

dence againſt him. | ' y 

It is time now to wind up the Story in as few Words 
as I can : Comines tells us, that the King of England 
did not engage cordially in this War, for before he 
came from Dover he began to treat with the French 
King ; and that he brought his Army over to France 
for the two following Reaſons: 1. Becauſe his People 
were eager for a War againſt France, and the Duke of 
Burgundy preſs'd him to it. 2. That he might ſave moſt 
of !the Money which had been granted him by the Parliament 
for that War; and the better to impoſe upon his Subject, 
be brought with him twelve of the principal Commons of En- 
gland, who had been the moſt zealous for the War, and con- 

. tributed chiefly to raiſe the Money for maintaining it. The 
King lodg'd them in good Tears ; but being corpulent 
Men, and not accuſtom'd to the Fatigues of War, they 

SF - hop'd the King would ſoon have ended the Matter by 
E a Battle. His Majeſty, who never intended it, fil'd 
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their Heads with Doubts and Fears as to the Iſſue of 4 * 
Battle, and manag d the Matter ſo well, that he brought — 
them to approve the Peace, and engag d them to belp in ſup- be 


preſſing the Murmurs of bis Subjects upon his Return; for 
= there never was a greater and better appointed Army ſent 
Fim England to France. But King Edward was not of 
_ | | a 
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a Complexion to endure Mich Fügen 
of that Kingdom would have requir d; beſides he was 
mighty earneſt for a Match betwixt the Dauphin, af, 
terwards Charles VIII. and his own Daughter, which 3 
made him diſſemble many things that afterwards tur= 
ned to the French King's Advantage. 2 
All the Eugliſh being return'd home, except the 
Hoſtages, the Treaty betwixt the French King and the 
Duke of Burgundy was brought to bear by M. de Contay, 
that Duke's Gentleman formerly mention'd, and the 
King carried the Engli/b Hoſtages to Vervins, where 
the Treaty was finiſhed. The King of England being 
inform'd of the Negotiations, and enrag'd that the 
Duke of Burgundy would not agree to his Truce, ſent 
Sir Thomas Montgomery, one of his Favourites, to the 
King of France, to pray him that he would make no 
other Treaty with the Duke than he had done with F 
him, and particularly that he would not yield up St. * 
Quintins. He proffer'd at the ſame time, if the King 
had a Mind to continue the War, that he would join 
him next Vear in Perſon againſt the Duke, provided 
the French King would pay half his Army, and gire 
him an Equivalent for the Cuſtoms of Wool at Calais, 4 
which was about 52000 Crowns per Annum. Lewis XI. ll 
thank'd the King for his Proffer, told Sir Thomas the 1 
Treaty was already concluded, that it was only fos 
nine Years, but the Dake would have a particular _* 
Treaty for himſelf ; and rhus making the beſt Excuſes 
he could, he made Sir Thomas a rich Preſent of Plate, 1 
and ſent the Engliſb Hoſtages home with him. Thus 
Lewis XI. thought himſelf well rid of the Engliſh, and - 1 
did not care to ſee them any more on that fide the 
Sea, leſt they ſhould have renew'd their Treaty with the 
Duke of Burgundy, | 
This Prince was at laſt ruined by the Intrigues of Lewis 
XI. who ſtirred up Enemies againſt him dm every fide z 
and after his Death he ſeis'd the Dutchy of Burgundy, 


beſides ſeveral Places in Flanders, The King of England 
dns was 
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ſent Ambaſſadors 


Free capable ro PUt'ss 
id the Heirefs of Burgundy ſent 
Aſſiſtance, which the Parliament. came 
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8 - heartily in to, and repreſented to King Edward the 
French King's Perfidiouſneſs, and his Breach of the a- 
E bove-mention'd Treaty, in not concluding the Match 

=  betwixt the Dauphin and his Daughter. But King Ed- 

I” ward being a beavy unweildy Man, and wholly addicted 

| L to his Pleaſures, he had no Regard to their Remon.. 


ſtrances ; beſides the Penſion of 50000. Crowns paid 
him every Year was a Bait for his Avarice: And when 
he was obliged to ſend Ambaſſadors with ſharp Meſſages, 
to pleaſe bis Subjects, the French King always treated them 
well, took them off by rich Preſents, and gain d time, by 
pretending that be would ſpeedily fend Ambaſſadors with 
full InftruFions to give their Maſtcr Satisfaſtion; and at 
other times he propos d to ſhare the Netherlands with him. 
But his chief Truſt was in the great Number of Pen- 
ſioners he had in England, whom Comines names as fot- 
los: The Lord Chancellor, the Maſter of the Rolls, 
the Lord Haſtings, who was Great Chamberlain, and 
in mighty Favour with his Maſter, Sir Thomas Mont- 
gomery, the Lord Howard, afterwards Duke of Nor- 
folk, the Maſter of the Horſe, Mr. Cballanger, and the 
Marquis Son to the Queen of England by a former 
Marriage: To all theſe he gave great Gifts beſides their 
Penſions, and particmarly to the Lord Chamberlain 
Haſtings looo Marks of Plate at once; and the Ac- 
nit tances of all thoſe Penſioners were to be ſeen in 
the French King's Chamber of Accompts, ſays Comines, 
except thoſe of the Lord Haſtings, that had formerly 

. been a Penſioner to the Duke of Burgundy by Comines's 
 , Intereſt, who knowing his weak ſide, ad vis'd Lewis XI. 
do purchaſe him in the ſame manner, for he was at 


bi that time a great Enemy to France, and mightily preſsd 
Eing Edward to aſſiſt the Heireſs of Burgundy ; but 

& Lewis XI. bought him off by doubling his Penſion. 
He ſent it him by Mr. Cleret Maſter of his own Houſ- 


hold, 
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Hold, and order'd him to take an Acquittance for it, 
as he did from the Lord Chancellor, the Lord High - 7 
Admiral, the Maſter of the Horſe and others, and as 
he had formerly done from the preceding Lord Cham- 
berlain. But when he came to the Lord Haſtings, and 
deliver'd him his Meſſage with the Penſion, that Lord 
refus d him an Acquittance. The French Gentleman 
igfiſted on it, and ſaid, that his Maſter might otherwiſe 
think he had cheated him, and not deliver'd the Mo- 
ney. The Lord Haſtings reply'd, that what he ſaid 
was very juſt, but ſince the Money came by the King's 
Free-Will, and not at his Deſire, he muſt put it into 
his Sleeve without Witneſs or Acquittance, for it 
ſhould never be ſaid that the Great Chamberlain of 
England was a Penſioner of France, or that his Acquit- 
tance ſhould be found in the French King's Chamber of 
Accounts. Cleret was forced to comply, and tho? 
Lewts XI. was angry at firſt when he told him the Story, 
he ever after eſteem'd the Lord Haſtings more than his 
other Engliſh Penſioners, and ordered his Money to be 
duly paid him without demanding any more Acquit- 
tances. | 
Thus, Sir, you have an Account of this diſhonoura- 
ble Treaty, how England was trick'd by the French 
King's Perfidiouſneſs and Cunning, how our Allies 
were abus'd and ruin'd, how the exorbitant Power of 
France was founded, tho England was in a Capacity to 
have prevented it ; and how our Country and Parlia- 
ments were impos'd upon, to the perpetual Diſhonour 
of the Nation, by the French Ring and his Penſioners. . 


T am, SIR, Bc. 


